NICP BULLETIN

Updates on Horizon Europe from the Northern Ireland Contact Point Network
Spring 2025 Edition

orizon Europe: The Time i

On January 1 2024, the UK officially re-associated to Horizon Europe -
giving UK businesses and researchers access to the world’s largest
research and development collaboration programme. @ ' /

And with the EC due to launch 2025 Calls in April for autumn submission, % ‘
there is no better time to consider an application to Horizon Europe. All call A | , n o
information will be published on our Website and we encourage you to " Hotizon Europe
contact your NICP for information and advice in advance of the calls.

The EC will also host a series of online Information Days on the funding
opportunities. Details of these webinars are on Page 8 of this bulletin.

In order to increase Horizon Europe participation, businesses and researchers
are being encouraged to seize the enormous opportunities presented by the
programme. The average Horizon Europe grant is worth £530,000 to a UK
business. In addition to funding, collaboration with European partners through
the programme can help unlock export markets for UK businesses.

Researchers, academics, and businesses of all sizes can bid for a share of
more than £80 billion (2021 - 2027) available through the programme. This
follows the UK reinforcing its commitment to R&D with a record £20.4 billion
government investment awarded at the 2024 Autumn Budget, including full
funding association with Horizon Europe. DSIT’s own R&D budget rose to
£13.9 billion, alongside record core research funding of £6.1 billion, solidifying
the UK’s position as a global leader in science and innovation.

Further information, including practical support on how to apply is available on
Innovate UK’s website. Innovate UK and UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI) also host regular events that help guide businesses and researchers
through the opportunities on offer and the application process. More info can
be found via the above link.



https://www.horizoneuropeni.com/
https://www.horizoneuropeni.com/support-contacts
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/programme/european/horizon-europe/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=dsit&utm_content=stakeholder
https://horizoneuropeni.com/
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N. IRELAND HORIZON EUROPE 2024 RESULTS

PROPOSALS

425 eligible proposals submitted

74 (17%) selected for funding

64% reaching the quality standard

24 individual NI organisations involved
in Horizon Europe projects with a total
of 77 participations

NI DRAWDOWN

e €31.4m (£20.9m / €24.9m through

UK guarantee & €6.5m through
Association)
e 71 Horizon Europe Grants signed

PROPOSAL SOURCE

* 17% NI applications from Industry,
11% success rate

* 11.5% NI applications from SME'’s,
10% success rate

* 20% Horizon Europe applications led
by NI Coordinator

** HORIZON
3 EUROPE

ORGANISATION TYPE

75.6% Higher or Secondary Education
Establishments
17.3% Private for profit entities

3.5% Research Organisations
3.2% Public bodies
0.4% Other

BREAKDOWN BY PROGRAMME AREA

Widening participation and spreading excellence
Reforming and enhancing the European R&Il systems
European Innovation Ecosystems

Cluster 2 - Culture, Creativity and inclusive society
ERC

Cluster 4 - Digital, Industry & Space

Cluster 5 - Climate, Energy and Mobility

Cluster 1 - Health

Research Infrastructures

Cluster 3 - Civil Security for society

European Innovation Council (EIC)

Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture
MSCA
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Horizon Europe Roadshow in Lisburn a Huge
Success

Innovate UK in collaboration with the Department
for the Economy, Invest NI, Ulster University,
Queens University Belfast, the Agri-Food and Bi-
osciences Institute (AFBI), and the Department
for Science Innovation and Technology

(DSIT) held an exciting in-person networking and
information event at the Lagan Valley Island Cen-
ter in Lisburn in October.

This was the latest in a series of Horizon Europe roadshows
organised by Innovate UK and more than 120 delegates from
across the Northern Ireland and the UK gathered at the
Lisburn event to learn, connect and discuss the Horizon
Europe collaborative research and innovation opportunities.

The day’s proceedings started with an introduction and wel-
come address from Mark Lee, Director of Higher Education at
the Department for the Economy (DfE).

This was followed by keynote speeches from Professor Chris
Johnson, the UK Government's Chief Scientific Adviser in the
Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT)
and Professor Helen McCarthy, the Chief Scientific and
Technology Adviser for Northern Ireland. Both emphasised
the importance of international collaborative research and
enthused the audience to grasp the multitude of funding op-
portunities which Horizon Europe represents to both
academia and industry.



https://horizoneuropeni.com/

NICP BULLETIN

Updates on Horizon Europe from the Northern Ireland Contact Point Network
Spring 2025 Edition

Horizon Europe Roadshow in Lisburn a Huge
Success
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https://horizoneuropeni.com/
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Horizon Europe Roadshow: Post Event Resources

The slide decks from the Horizon Europe roadshow are now available to download. Please
click on the links below to access the slides from whichever session you’re interested in. For
additional materials please contact your NICP.

Horizon Europe NI Roadshow — Keynote Speakers & Morning Session

e Introduction and welcome from Mark Lee, Director of Higher Education, at DfE

o Keynote addresses from the UK and NI's Chief Scientific Advisors

o Setting The Scene for the Day— an Introduction to the NICP Network

e What is Horizon Europe?

« Horizon Europe — Ireland’s performance to date

e Success in Horizon Europe — Panel Session featuring Ulster University, Queens University,
Almac Group, NUADA

Horizon Europe NI Roadshow — Cluster Sessions

e Cluster 2 Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society
o Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space

« Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment
o AMIC: The Advanced Manufacturing Innovation Centre

Horizon Europe NI Roadshow — Afternoon Breakout Sessions

o European Research Council
« EUREKA Opportunities
o AXIAL-3D Case Study

OUR NEW WEBSITE IS LIVE

The NICP Network are delighted to announce the launch of our new
website, dedicated to providing up-to-minute resources for all Northern
Ireland applicants to Horizon Europe

https://www.horizoneuropeni.com/



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Final-Horizon-Europe-NI-Roadshow-Keynote-Speakers-Morning-1.pdf
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Final-Horizon-Europe-Roadshow-NI-Cluster-session-slides.pdf
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Final-Horizon-Europe-Roadshow-NI-Breakout-session-slides-Afternoon-1.pdf
https://www.horizoneuropeni.com/
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NICP Events Update

The NICP Network have been busy over the past six months engaging with the business and
research communities across the island of Ireland to promote current and future opportunities
in Horizon Europe. Here’s just a sample of some of the events we have attended.
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Horizon Europe Impact Conference in Dublin, December 2024 Innovate UK ‘Innovate Local’ Event in Belfast, February 2025
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Sustainable Innovation & Impact Event at Ulster University, February 2025 NICP Network Meeting at Ulster University, January 2025


https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://crowdcomms-ltd.reg.crowdcomms.com/Horizon-Europe-Impact-2024/pages/Agenda
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Find Your Northern Ireland Contact Point

Ryan Gabel
r.gabel@qub.ac.uk

Ryan is responsible for supporting local ICT stakeholders with a focus on
cybersecurity, digital technologies, advanced computing, Artificial
Intelligence and next generation internet.

Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society @ Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space

Elaine Groom

Elaine.Groom@afbini.gov.uk

Elaine’s role is to strengthen the participation of local industry, SMEs,
researchers and others in agriculture, food and related research and
innovation for Horizon Europe Programmes.

Cluster 6:Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment

Nina Shiel
n.shiel@qub.ac.uk

partcuarty in
and meaningful partiners. She
1in gender in research as woll s at ¢

Patrick Cullen

p.cullen1@uister.ac.uk

Patrick has a responsibility to engage with EU digital healthcare related
research and development programmes. He provides advice and support on
accessing Horizon Europe funding for research, development,
demonstration, innovation and market transformation.

Cluster 1: Health (Digital)

Susan Bell

susan.bell@investni.com

Susan offers an Innovation Funding Advisory service, helping businesses

explore relevant Horizon Europe opportunities aligned with their growth
objectives. Susan works in close partnership with sector specialist NICPs
to deliver a connected service.

NICP - SME and Industry

Mary Harte

m.harte@qub.ac.uk

Mary is focused on supporting engagement from stakeholders in the
aerospace supply chain, mechanical/civil engineering, materials and
manufacturing sectors. Key strategic priorities for these areas are
increased circularity, climate neutrality, innovation and digitisation.

Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space @ Cluster 5: Energy, Climate and Mobility

Patricia McCrory
p.mccrory@qub.ac.uk

Key priorities for the Health Cluster are: staying healthy in a changing society;
living and working in health-promoting environments; tackling diseases ; access
to high quality healthcare; new tools, digital solutions for a healthy society; and
maintaining a competitive health-related industry in Europe

Cluster 1:Health

Laura Fitzmaurice
|.fitzmaurice@ulster.ac.uk

Laura’s role is to strengthen the participation of industries, research centres,
universities and SMEs in energy-oriented Research Development and
Innovation for Horizon Europe Programmes.

Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility

Declan Callaghan

declan.callaghan@investni.com

Working in partnership with sector specialist NICPs, Declan operates as a
Northern Ireland Contact Point for Horizon Europe from his base in Invest NI's
Innovation, Research, & Development team. As part of the Innovation Funding
Advisory service, Declan assists SMEs and industry organisations in exploring
relevant Horizon Europe opportunities.

NICP - SME and Industry

Lisa Braniff

lisa.braniff@investni.com

Lisa offers an Innovation Funding Advisory service, helping businesses

explore relevant Horizon Europe opportunities aligned with their growth
objectives. Lisa works in close partnership with sector specialist NICPs
to deliver a connected service.

NICP — SMEs and Industry


https://horizoneuropeni.com/
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Upcoming Information Days and Events

Cluster Information Days

Horizon Europe info days - Cluster 4: 13th & 14th May 2025 08:30 (GMT+01:00)

This event aims to inform potential applicants about the funding opportunities of the Horizon Europe Cluster 4
Work Programme 2025

Full details and Registration available HERE

Horizon Europe info days - EU Missions: 22nd & 23rd May 2025 08:30 (GMT+01:00)

The event aims to inform potential applicants about the new topics included in the EU Missions programme.

Full details and Registration available HERE



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/9ds9jXc5ca1xdrdJ5dEGI/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/3F0n7H46ft6PlJqQPaRmIt/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/3Z4CdMQb8ew5smYk55mTsA/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/6lLZRxTBKVsWnjEtjwhVyl/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/01QHd1MW6tFfr16XBGbMyo/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2ZvkNXyGsLoGBfC8CtVcJt/overview
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Upcoming Information Days and Events

Events and Updates

European Maritime Day Cork, Ireland
Wednesday 21st to Thursday 23rd May, 2025

Anyone considering getting involved in a waterborne project would be well advised to attend this
event in Cork. UK based SMEs can apply for up to £700 towards their travel and hotel cost but
need to do so before 23rd April.

Clean Aviation launches its Third Call for Proposals with €950 million research effort.

The purpose of the Clean Aviation Joint Undertaking (CAJU) is to develop disruptive new aircraft
technologies to support the European Green Deal and achieve climate neutrality by 2050.
See HERE

The Europe's Rail Joint Undertaking has published its 2025/26 Biannual Work Programme and
this includes the 2025 Calls for Proposals (Annex VI)

There is €138.7m available across 10 Topics, nine of which have a planned opening date of October this year
with a proposal submission deadline of February 2026. Only one project per Topic will be funded and for those
marked FA1, FA2, etc, will build upon work already underway. So it will be important to find out who is delivering
the ongoing projects.

Lump Sum Funding in Horizon Europe: How does it work?
Thursday 27th March, 2025

For further information lease click HERE

Horizon Implementation Day: Grant Management in Horizon Europe.
Thursday April 3rd, 2025

For further information lease click HERE



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/app.info.innovateuk.org/e/er?utm_campaign=HEUR%20C5%20Mobility%20-%20British%20Academy%20Pump%20Priming%20%3A%20Copy&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=604585655&lid=6338&elqTrackId=7D8DAB162B6AFFD056F4A76720A
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/app.info.innovateuk.org/e/er?utm_campaign=HEUR%20C5%20Mobility%20-%20British%20Academy%20Pump%20Priming%20%3A%20Copy&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=604585655&lid=6289&elqTrackId=598C6163504D93C8F9443DECF3E
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.clean-aviation.eu/clean-aviation-launches-its-third-call-for-proposals-with-eu950-million-research-effort___.YzJlOnVsc3RlcnVuaXZlcnNpdHk6YzpvOmI0ZjY5MTNiMTBhZjNmZDZkZGMzYzI0N2U4MDA2ZDM5Ojc6MWIyNTplODFjMzdlMj
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250320.htm#general-info
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250327.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250403.htm
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Online Horizon Europe Webinars

If you’d like a refresher on key aspects of Horizon Europe then please follow the links be-
low for online webinars hosted by the European Commission over the past six months.

Horizon Implementation Day: Grant Management in Horizon Europe (05 November 2024)

Click to watch YouTube Webinar:

Horizon Implementation Day: Grant Agreement Preparation in Horizon Europe

Click to watch YouTube Webinar:

Personnel Unit Cost — New cost method in Horizon Europe

Click to watch YouTube Webinar:



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBCA4F3Xeng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNODqHNT-8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3SmfcSfFt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2TICLg8N68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gygveypXFwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6o3Cio8jQM
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Horizon Europe Supports

This is a list of financial supports available for preparation of Horizon Europe Proposals

H The British Academy with the support of the Royal
Th.e. Ho"zon Eutope Society, the Academy of Medical Sciences, and the
Brlt:i.-}h Pum P"mlng Royal Academy of Engineering are inviting pro-
Academy pRRRIPTAN

posals from UK and EU/Associated Countries-

based researchers to pump prime collaborations to

support the effective uptake of the opportunities
between UK and EU provided by the UK’s association to Horizon
partners 2025 Europe.

Click for further information

. InterTradelreland’s Horizon Europe travel
@ InterTradelreland Travel VOUCh'erS schemes support those working in partnership
on a cross-border basis in Horizon Europe to

travel both on the island and across the EU.
The Cross-Border Collaboration Voucher offers
up to £500 or euro equivalent to early-stage
partnerships travelling across Ireland and North-
ern Ireland to scope out potential project ideas.

Click for further information

The service or business model with the potential to
EIC Accelerator create new markets or disrupt existing ones in
Programme Europe and globally?

The EIC Accelerator under Horizon Europe could potentially support you. Eligible SMEs can receive up to €2.5
million in funding to scale their innovations. The programme offers EIC Accelerator Open (open to all fields of
technology) and EIC Accelerator Challenges (focused on predefined topics).

The selection process consists of three steps: a short proposal (submitted anytime), a full proposal (next dead-
line - 15 October 2025), and a face-to-face interview for final selection.

SMEs looking to develop and scale their breakthrough innovations are encouraged to apply. Your [ ]

local NICPs are available to help scope your potential and support you throughout the application &

process. Invest @
Northern

For more information, contact either Lisa Braniff at lisa.braniff@investni.com or Susan Bell at | | d
susan.bell@investni.com reian



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/funding/Horizon-Europe-Pump-Priming-Collaboration-between-UK-and-EU-Partners/
https://intertradeireland.com/innovation/horizon-europe/travel-vouchers
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
mailto:lisa.braniff@investni.com
mailto:susan.bell@investni.com
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HORIZON FUNDING MAKES THINGS HAPPEN

FROM
. . HEALTHCARE

el

TO
ENERGY

N TO
AGRICULTURE

WHATEVER
YOUR PROJECT

HORIZON EUROPE
CAN HELP TURN YOUR
IDEAS INTO REALITY

CLICK ON THIS LINK TO GET STARTED TODAY



https://horizoneuropeni.com/
https://www.horizoneuropeni.com/

